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at the disposal of the Emperor to land him whereve he chose except on any part of the French coast, bu they were now blockaded by English cruisers.
The situation constantly becoming more critical Napoleon called a naval council in the morning o July 4, to consider it on all sides. Admiral Martin an* Baron Bonnefoux, the maritime prefect, were presenl
It was said at this council that, notwithstandin, the approach of the English vessels, the two Frena frigates had the reputation of being such good sailer that, once outside the channels, they could elude al pursuit. Still, favorable winds would be required and at present, unfortunately, they were contrar} Napoleon, who greatly dreaded leaving France, di not complain much at this delay. More occupiec probably, with what was passing at Paris than wit events at Rochefort, he followed the confused account in the. journals, in the hope of drawing from thei some conclusion favorable to himself, or, at leas' favorable to his son.
The maritime prefect wrote the following letter o July 4, to the Minister of the Navy: " Monseigneur, have the honor to inform Your Excellency that Nap< leon arrived at Rochef ort yesterday, at nine in th morning, with his suite. The frigates were read] but the English fleet stationed here, consisting c two ships, two frigates, two corvettes, and a sma' vessel, blockade the port, and every kind of transpoi from the Gironde to La Rochelle, so completely thg there is neither hope of getting past them unpe: